MOATH STAR AND FARMERS CHKONICLE,

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 1899

A FAMOUBS PRECENTOR.

e —

THE LATE MR MURDO MACLENNAN.

et

Lagr Satarday the Fuve clossd ovar the mortal
remaina of one who for a very long tirae was weil
snd widely known snd respected in the North of
Hootland, and to whoss melodican snd tupefal
voioe thousands of Peop!o uend o lieten with
delight as he '* lifted ' the paslm g grandly sslemn
at church or Bacrament.

He was born in Contin on tha 15th July, 1808,
the youngest mon of a weaver, whosa trade he
learned but did not keep up, Contio had even in
those early days a good echool, and not a faw went
from thers to the University, hin eldest brother
among the number- He entered the Indian Civil
Service, and after taking high rank there, fell a
victim to the climate. His second brother,
Roderiok, waa achoolmaster of Dheblair, in the
patish of Fintray, ALerdeenshire for upwards of
46 years ; and he, the last of & giftod family, slesps
with his fathers in the peaceful * Islnndv." He
made his Brat appearance ss a singer

When Only Sixteen Years of Ags,

being called upon to fill the place of hia fathar, the
procentor, who, with other of ¢' the men,” had gone
to the Burn of Ferintosh, at that time a place of
high festival at communion mseasons. While his
fathsr was able to lead in Covtin, he ociated in
Fodderty, and was presant on that tragic day on
which the maintly Mr Noble reproved a couple who
opeanly misconducted themselves snd scoffed at the

rescher, and whose remains were Iaid, side by side,
n the genve before the next Sabbath came round.
An old friend once wold the writer that coming
down the beae balow the Spa Hotel, when the
Communion was at Blairninich in the open air—
the words of the Pealm could be distinctly heard,
Al his father’s death he raturned taContin, and the
Sunday after the Diaruﬁtion carried the Bible and
Psalm book out inwo the churchyard, where the
Free Church with which he wae »0 long connectad
began its cerser,

In 18456 he precented at the Aesembly, which
met is Inverness, when he was presented by Mr
\Valter Hately with & beaatifully bound volame of
pealimody in memory of the occasion

D¢ Beith, in bis little book deacribing Dr
Candlish’s tour in the Highlanda during the same
vear, makes the following interesting referance to
him :--** The best Gaelic precentor in the North
had been salected to lead the pealmody. He was
s quiet looking young man, abont 30 years of sge,
of grave, but not of austere or pretentious sspect,
dressed in the ordinarﬁteu—-tbo Sunday dress of
a farm escvant—his hair broshed down on his
brow, his: ungloved hands coarss and red with
rustic toil, his demeanoar modeat, thongh quite
self-poseessed, He had faced assemblion as large
before, although he had never sang in the nes
of learned doctors or of fine gentiemen. The firsy
line of the ﬁ»lm to lm sung was read by the
minister. The precentor choss one of the most
plaintive and ons of the swastest of ths old long
tones. Soms voices juined in Lhe music simoet st
the outest, es s0on s they perceived what the tans
selectad wan. When the preosntor bimest! resd
the second line in the grand atyle in which such
prsosntors do read it,

|

The Barst of Swelling Mslody
which Aroee was magnificent and overwhelming.
His voice extended everywhers. without sny
appsrent effort, All heard, and all seemed to be
lnlﬁ; qualified to joio. Join they did, and as cns

. wave after another of fast harmonious sound rolled

" upon the ssre of thoss who listened, but coald not
" join, to judge trom the axpression of Lhe coanten.
. anoes, the effect wna such s» music bhad never

| wers always

produced upon them before, so touching, se sweet,
so passing sweet. Frisnds Jrom the Soath who
bur::oc befors heard the old church tunes with
thair baautiful prolonged variations, looked at esach
other for an instant, ns if to say that now, for the
first time, they were listening to the soand of
peeins an it onght slweys to be . Thair looks
wore those of surprisa, soon cheaaged to looks of
the deepeet devotion,”

Forty-Thres Years Aftar

he closed the Assombly singing, also st Invernpm,
when he was 80 years of age, Dr Aird and one
ather being all that wae left of the former

Assembly, For some years after the Disrupticn
he held pealmody classes throughout Inverness,
Roes, and Sather! tor the parposs of teachiog

the people eoainaltho English withoat the reciarive,
or giving on% the line, He nsed to relate an
umusinfd incident in connection with this, During

the Loilding of Dunrobin Castle e0 many workmen
from the south were employed that ial Eoglish
sorvices had to be provided. Mr Maclonoan was

angaged to conduct the singing, but the old elders
objected 10 the innotasion of ainging withoms
giving out thé line, and when the youu precentor
W into. the box, they fook a& eir Bibles

me by.”om, slowly left the churds.. With
mdymt. chons & twoe of their own, ani whea
The Familiar Straina of Ooleshill

awelled out in soleman majessy, one after another
they slipped into charoh and took thelr sents, and
before the end of the service their prejudices had
beniabed for ever. One fsature of the old Seorn.
ment time bas paseed away eotirely with him,
namely, the sip uf of the old tunes. Wonderful
compositions slurring, trilling, snd wailing.
e Inte Professor Blackie, on gﬂn’n biea sing
one of these, went up to him and said bhe must
have that tune from the Pope of Rome. Dr
Josopts Manizie took them down from his voioce,
aod bad them published, but few il any would
hava the con to lead & cragregatin with one
of them now. He msny interesung reminis-
cenom of the men and ministers of bis dsy—a clsss
of men who are fast dimppearing from our midst.
Most of them of poble form md'mrﬂydgm of
manner, which particolarly marked the deceased,
and made his servicos to be sought on many
auapicious occasions, votably as spokesman for
the young tmen ol his day, when going to seek
their brides. He also was chief latter-writer for
the district, apending many an evening with the
old father snd mother who used 10 come to the
cottage with their notepaper and candle to get
him to write a letter to
The Boy Who had Ventured far from Homs,
and for whom their heerta longed. Love letters
alzo were entrusted to him, yet, thongh frank and
susve to a degree, the joys and sorrows of others
things with bim. He was
greatly beloved by a large and devoted {amily, and
was laid to reat with the loving care of sous und
grandeons, and s largs circle of friends and neigh-
bours wha paid him all honour and respect. Rev.
Mr Camaron, ¥res Chuareb, conducted » moat im-
%maiva servico at thabouss, and also at thegrave.
'hither Lo hss govs as **a sbock of corn felly
ripe " —Conmunicoded.



http://wmiM.ll

