
Faith on the Frontiers

The St Martin-in-the-Fields
Autumn Education Series 2013

Monday 23 September • On the Frontiers of a World City - a Panel Discussion
featuring Mark Oakley, Rosemarie Mallett and Clare Herbert

Monday 7 October • On the Frontiers of a Male Church • June Osborne, Dean of Salisbury

Monday 21 October • Faith on the Frontiers: Stanley Hauerwas in conversation with Sam Wells

Monday 4 November • On the Frontiers: Violence, Nonviolence and the Earth • Alastair McIntosh

Monday 11 November • On the Frontiers of Modern China • Chris Patten

Monday 18 November • Faith on the Frontiers of Atheism • Richard Kearney

All events 7.00pm-8.30pm in St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square. The Autumn Education Series is free and open to all.
www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org • info@smitf.org • 020 7766 1100 

What does it mean to be a Christian in the 
twenty first century? 

What does it mean to live as a minority group where one’s 
faith is not shared or comprehended by the majority of 
people with whom one lives and works? How does one 
respond when faith is often misunderstood and frequently 
ridiculed? How does one respond when conceptions of 
faith have become tangled in prejudice: when religion has 
become toxic, and the source of repression, conflict and even 
violence,  so far removed from the very essence of all that 
inspired one’s own faith?  And what happens when one is 
challenged to live one’s faith not just as a private conviction 
but out in the open, in the centre of a world city, among many 
of other faith traditions and many of no faith at all?

Our Autumn Education Series 2013 seeks to examine what 
it means to have faith when one’s faith is on a particular 
frontier, challenged by others and challenging the 
prevailing culture.  The authority of the Christian faith is no 
longer something that can be taken for granted or assumed. 
What does it mean to have faith in those places where we 
are no longer sure of the answers?  Faith on the Frontiers 
seeks to explore these realities – not as occasions for fear or 
defensiveness, but as opportunities to respond to the world 
with a new integrity and a new authenticity.  Can a church 
living at the edges of its experience rediscover its own true 
vocation and voice? Can it find new heart and new spirit?  

Richard Carter
Series Co-ordinator



Monday 23 September, 7.0opm
Featuring Mark Oakley, Rosemarie Mallett and Clare Herbert
On the Frontiers of a World City: a Panel Discussion

Mark Oakley, Chancellor of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, is responsible for the Cathedral’s 
educational and outreach ministries. He has 
served as rector of St Paul’s, Covent Garden 
(the “Actors’ Church”), as Archdeacon of 
Germany and Northern Europe, and as priest 
in charge of the Grosvenor Chapel, Mayfair. 
A highly regarded author, lecturer, and 
broadcaster, his themes include human rights, 
poetry and the arts, and the place of faith in the 
contemporary world.

Rosemarie Mallett, Vicar of St John 
the Evangelist, Angell Town, Brixton is an 
academic, community worker, and parish priest.  
Born in Barbados, she has lived and worked in 
London, Ethiopia, Tanzania and West Africa.  
With more than 12 years’ experience in medical 
sociology and psychiatry, as a priest she has 
developed a broad and inclusive ministry on 
the governing boards of health agencies, local 
schools, and community leadership networks, as 
well as the General Synod.  She is chairperson of 
Affirming Catholicism.

Clare Herbert is Lecturer in Inclusive Theology 
at St Martin-in-the-Fields where her task is to 
bring into the light voices and faces that have 
always been welcomed into the open community 
at St Martin’s but not always fully heard. Clare 
has previously worked as a social worker and 
counselor, as National Coordinator for Inclusive 
Church, and as Rector of St Anne’s, Soho. She 
is currently pursuing a doctorate in the pastoral 
care of gay and lesbian people.

Monday 7 October, 7.00pm
June Osborne 
On the Frontiers of a Male Church

June Osborne is one of the most senior 
women priests in the Church of England, and 
one of the first female priests ordained in the 
UK.  Currently the first female Dean of Salisbury 
Cathedral, she has served in churches in Oxford, 
Birmingham and East London.  She has also 
led Anglican efforts to tackle global poverty and 
inequality and in the Church has championed 
respect and inclusion regardless of race, colour, 
creed, sexuality, or gender.

Monday 21 October, 7.00pm
Stanley Hauerwas in conversation with Sam Wells 
Faith on the Frontiers 

Sam Wells describes his long-time colleague 
Stanley Hauerwas as ‘a public provocateur, 
a ravenous reader, a restless wrestler with the 
truth, and an eccentric devotee of baseball, 
murder mysteries, and liturgically-shaped 
discipleship’ who confronts ‘the gift and the 
demands’ that Christ poses both ‘charitably’ 
and ‘unsentimentally.’  Stanley Hauerwas 
is Professor of Theological Ethics at Duke 
University, North Carolina. He was named 
‘America’s Best Theologian’ by Time Magazine 
in 2001.

Sam Wells has served as a parish priest in the 
Church of England for more than fifteen years – 
ten of those in urban priority areas. He has spent 
seven years in North Carolina as Dean of Duke 
University Chapel.  Sam is also Visiting Professor 
of Christian Ethics at King’s College, London. 
He has published 18 books, including works 
on Christian ethics, local mission, Christian 
discipleship and what Anglicans believe. He 
became vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields in 2012.

Monday 4 November, 7.00pm
Alastair McIntosh
On the Frontiers: Violence,   
Nonviolence and the Earth

Alastair McIntosh is a Scottish scholar, 
educator, broadcaster, and spiritual activist. Born 
and brought up in an agricultural community on 
the Isle of Lewis, his early studies in geography 
and business have informed his current work on 
ecology, social science, and liberation theology; 
he has championed Scottish land-reform, non-
violent organizing, and psycho-spiritual approaches 
to climate change.  Recent books include: Soil 
and Soul: People versus Corporate Power, and 
Rekindling Community: Connecting People, 
Environment and Spirituality.

Monday 11 November, 7.00pm
Sir Christopher Patten
On the Frontiers of Modern China

Chris Patten is chairman of the BBC Trust 
and Chancellor of the University of Oxford.  
He became an MP in his 30s, and rose to 
chair the Conservative Party.  As the last 
British Governor of Hong Kong, he oversaw 
its handover to China in 1997. He has written 
extensively on Hong Kong and more generally 
on foreign affairs.  The Tablet has named him 
as one of Britain’s most influential Roman 
Catholics. He was made a life peer in 2005.

Monday 18 November, 7.00pm
Richard Kearney
On the Frontiers of Atheism 

Richard Kearney, born in Ireland, is a 
prolific scholar and artist, with more than 20 
books on contemporary European philosophy, 
narrative theory, and postmodern Christianity, 
two novels, and a volume of poetry.  He has 
been deeply involved in the Irish peace process, 
in international projects for peace, and in the 
promotion of spirituality through the arts. His 
latest book, Anatheism (2009), charts a path 
for ‘returning to God after God.’  He currently 
teaches philosophy at Boston College.


