
2
0

1
3

 

Lectures  

at 

Carrs Lane has a long tradition of being on the 'open' wing of the Church, and 

in the past has played a prominent part in the development of the Civic 

Gospel. The Church has a continuing concern for social justice and dialogue 

between people of different faiths. 

 

Past Lectures’ events have provided a platform for lively debate on liberal and 

unconventional views and an open environment where such questions can be 

explored without embarrassment. We invite you to join us for this radical 

thinking about the Church, confident that your mind will be stretched and 

your imagination quickened. Whatever your faith or lack of it, from whatever 

background you come, you are most welcome. 

 

Do come along! 
 

We are located in the city centre, next to Marks and Spencer and the 

Travelodge Hotel, within easy walking distance of all bus stops and New 

Street Station, and very close to Moor Street Station 

 

 

For further information, please contact us: 

0121 643 6151 

office@carrslane.co.uk 

or see our website www.carrslane.co.uk 

The Church at Carrs Lane  |  Carrs Lane, Birmingham, B4 7SX  |  0121 643 6151 |  www.carrslane.co.uk 

Radical Christian Faith 

TOWARDS a 

THEOLOGY that 

LIBERATES 

THEOLOGY 

Alastair McIntosh 
Independent scholar, activist, writer, speaker and broadcaster 

 

Saturday 26th October 
10am — 4pm 

 

£15 
coffee and tea will be available all day; 

please bring your own lunch 



TOWARDS a THEOLOGY that LIBERATES THEOLOGY 
 

Much of what passes as Christian thinking in today’s world has become 
‘a theology of displacement’.  It speaks to the upright and uptight within 
us, but fails in its deeper task of setting us free. It leaves us with a 
withered vision of the Cross; an understanding of the ‘atonement’ under 
which much mainstream Christian belief perceives the death of Jesus as 
satisfaction or substitution for God’s punishment of human sin.  
 
We need to rethink the central Christian message. We need to liberate 
our theology so that it can break through and liberate our blockages. We 
need to trust that God wants us to take spiritual risks and to experiment; 
to balance sola scriptura (only by Scripture) with sola experentia (only by 
experience). This demands the radical leap of seeing the Cross not as an 
instrument of God’s punishment, but as the supreme symbol of 
nonviolence and of God’s violence-absorbing love.  
 
 

SPEAKER 
 

Dr Alastair McIntosh is a Scottish writer, broadcaster and activist on 
social, environmental and spiritual issues, raised on the Isle of Lewis. A 
Fellow of the Centre for Human Ecology, a former Visiting Professor at 
the University of Strathclyde, and an Honorary Fellow in the School of 
Divinity (New College) at Edinburgh University, and an Honorary Senior 
Research Fellow in the College of Social Sciences at Glasgow University. 
 
His books include Hell & High Water: Climate Change, Hope and the 
Human Condition on the cultural and spiritual dimensions of climate 
change, Rekindling Community on the spiritual basis of inter-relationship, 
and Soil and Soul: People versus Corporate Power on land reform and 
environmental protection. 
 

For the past 9 years he and his wife, Vérène Nicolas, have lived in Govan 
where he is a founding director of the GalGael Trust for the regeneration 
of people and place. A Quaker, he lectures around the world at 
institutions including WWF International, the World Council of Churches, 
the Russian Academy of Sciences and the UK Defence Academy (on 
nonviolence).   His driving passion is to explore the deep roots of what it 
can mean to become fully human, and use such insights to address the 
pressing problems of our times. 

On arrival, participants will be invited to choose from one of the 
workshops opposite: 

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY 
 

10.00  Registration and welcome refreshments 
10.30  Introduction to the day 
10.40   Lecture 
11.30  Buzz groups 
12.00  Plenary and questions 
12.45  Lunch 
13.30  Workshops 
15.00  Plenary and responses from the speaker 
15.30  Closing remarks 
16.00  Finish 

 
WORKSHOPS 
 

Group 1: The Gospels and Nonviolence: is Alastair’s reading of the gospels as 

fundamentally nonviolent valid, or are there other perspectives that can be drawn 
from the teachings of Jesus? Where does his position leave the concept of “just war” 
and the question of defence?  
Leader: Revd Donald Eadie, retired Methodist minister, former Chair of the Birmingham 
District of the Methodist Church, theologian and author; 

 
Group 2: Liberation Theology and Religious Education. What should we be teaching 

our people? What should be on the curriculum for religious educators and clergy of 
the third millennium?  
Leader: Revd Gary Hall, Methodist Tutor in Practical Theology at The Queen’s Foundation for 
Ecumenical Theological Education in Birmingham, teaching courses including Theology in the 
Marketplace, Mission and Postmodernity, Mission Leadership and Globalization, Preaching 
and Studies in Doctrine.  

 
Group 3: Liberation Theology – from Social Justice to Nonviolence.  If liberation 
theology functions at the social, the psychological and the spiritual level and sin is the 
breaking of friendship with God and with other human beings, is sin another word for 

violence, and if so, what are the implications?   
Leader: Revd Neil Johnson, Superintendent in the Birmingham District of the Methodist 
Church and the Methodist minister at The Church at Carrs Lane;    

 
Group 4: A Nonviolent Jesus in a Violent Bible: If we are to rethink Christian 
theology as being fundamentally nonviolent, how should we approach those parts of 
the Bible that are profoundly violent?  Are there ways in which Biblical integrity can 

be maintained, and does it matter to do so? 
Leader: Dr Rachel Rakotonirina, Head of Religious Studies and Critical Thinking at King's 
High School, Warwick and formally at King Edward’s Camp Hill and King Edward’s 
Handsworth Grammar Schools for Girls, Birmingham.  

 

Group 5: Liberation Theology and Pastoral Ministry. What might a liberationist 
approach mean for pastoral teams in our churches, for ordination, for those carrying 
heavy burdens? How does it help us to re-vision the human-God relationship, to seek 
an opening of the way that gives life? 
Leader: Revd Neil Riches, the United Reformed Church minister at The Church at Carrs 
Lane and part-time minister of Hall Green URC. 

http://www.alastairmcintosh.com/

